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83. Eu-discoaster calcaris (Gartner, 1967) Theodoridis (1983) emend. Theodoridis (1984) 
 

 
Pl. 12, fig. 12 

 
Pl. 35, figs 13-14 

 
Discoaster calcaris Gartner 1967, p. 2, pl. 2, figs. 1-3 
Discoaster calcaris Gartner 1967 – Martini 1971, pl. 4, fig. 2 
Discoaster calcaris Gartner 1967 – Ellis, Lohman and Wray 1972, p. 42, pl. 12, figs. 4-5 
Discoaster calcaris Gartner 1967 – Müller 1974, pl. 7, fig. 8 
Discoaster calcaris Gartner 1967 – Proto Decima et. al. 1978, pl. 6, figs. 4-5 
Discoaster calcaris Gartner 1967 – Conley 1979, pl. 1, fig. 15 
Clavodiscoaster calcaris (Gartner 1967) Prins J971, pl. 5, fig. 49, Invalid: ICBN art. 33. 2 
Discoaster neohamatus Bukry and Bramlette 1969 - Jafar 1975, partim p. 50, pl. 6, fig. 2; non 

pl. 6, fig. 1 
Discoaster hamatus Martini and Bramlette 1963 – Proto Decima et. al. 1978, pl. 6, figs. 6a-b 
Eu-discoaster calcaris (Gartner, 1967) Theodoridis 1983, p. 17 
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Description: Hexaradial asteroliths with it small central area and long and slender arms. 
The arms have a roughly circular cross-section, they taper and they may bend slightly 
in a proximal direction. 

The arms terminate in a shallow, V-shaped notch which produces two short, pointed and 
unequal limbs. The longer limbs point in a clockwise direction (in proximal view). 
Usually a blade-like protrusion is present on the proximal face of the longer limb. 

The central area shows very shallow distal depressions that extend up to its centre, which 
lacks a distal knob. 

The discoasters bear ridges on their proximal face. The ridges are more accentuated on the 
central area where they bend proximally to form a small proximal knob. The ridges 
extend along the median axis to the tips of the arms. The arms do not possess a median 
ridge on their distal face. 

Differential diagnosis: E. calcaris can be distinguished from E. kugleri by the longer and 
more slender arms and the relatively small central area. It differs from E. exilis in the 
lack of accentuated features on the distal surface of its central area, the unequal 
bifurcations and the occasional presence of a blade-like trifurcation. E. loeblichii also 
bears unequal bifurcations but it is more comparable to E. variabilis with parallel-sided 
arms, distal ridges and blade-like projections that fill the space between the limbs of the 
bifurcations. 

Emendation: The species concept of E. calcaris is confined to discoasters with 6 segments. 
This emendation is intended to permit the distinction of t is species from E. hamatus. 

Remarks: E. calcaris and E. hamatus are indiscriminable if the number of segments is not 
taken into consideration. Their retention here as different species facilitates their use in 
biostratigraphy, 

Occurrence: E. calcaris ranges from the E. bellus Subzone to the C. pelagicus Zone. 
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